Politics 327

AMERICAN REFORMERS & REVOLUTIONARIES

(Spring 2003)

University of San Francisco





Professor Robert Elias

Cowell 327








MW 1:15-2:30 pm

History is just one damn thing after another

- Henry Miller

There is no history, only biography

- Ralph Waldo Emerson

Introduction


We U.S. Americans often seem confused about our politics and our political history. History often seems like "just one damn thing after another" because we learn it from a distance. The history we know is not of the American people but rather of American elites. We're remote from our history; we don't seem to be a part of it. History is something that happens to us, not something we make for ourselves. Perhaps that's because there's another American political history that we're rarely told--one where common people have recognized injustices, organized themselves into movements for political change, and won many victories.


We Americans argue that we've got the greatest democracy ever created yet we claim "you can't fight city hall." We welcome progress yet often believe that things will never change. We take pride in our democratic achievements yet often condemn as "unAmerican" those "protesters" and political movements most responsible for our social progress. We believe in popular rule yet we know practically nothing about our people's history; instead we learn about the elite exploits of statesmen,  military leaders, and famous rich people. We think of ourselves as an ethnic, racial, gender, and sexual melting pot, yet we rarely know anything more than the historic contributions of wealthy, white men.


The poet W.H. Auden once suggested that: "Political history is far too criminal a subject to be a fit thing to teach young people." Indeed, it often is. But it's not merely the "crimes" of American elites that are missing but also the "heroism" of many other Americans in working against these injustices. Perhaps we can help fill these gaps.


This course presents a political history of America. It will be a people's history told from a popular, grassroots perspective rather than an elite, top-down perspective. It will focus on the history of U.S. political movements, and their effect on promoting progressive political change. Indeed, we'll see that rarely has positive change come from government without outside pressure. The course will survey movements for workers, for women, for peace, for socialism, for sexual freedom, for civil rights, for students, for disarmament, for people of color, and for the environment. It will examine the fierce resistance posed against popular movements by political and economic elites, not limited to those who run our government. It will probe our ingrained, popular distaste for so-called "radicals" who usually embrace our highest ideals yet who sometimes alienate us by their refusal to "work within the system," even when, arguably, they might be justified in not doing so.


Most important, the course will trace this history largely through the lives and times of popular, grassroots leaders. It will be a history of rebels and protesters who have been largely overlooked and often condemned, despite their indispensable contributions to U.S. democracy. We'll see among these reformers and revolutionaries both women and men, both poor and rich, both people of color and whites. By examining their lives (particularly by reading a series of short biographies about them), we'll not only understand something more about our own history and legacy of political movements, but also about what motivates people to want to change their society despite formidable obstacles. What is their motivating sense of justice, and how do their lives relate to our own?

Learning Outcomes

Students will be able to:

(1) Understand and describe the role of political science in the social sciences

(2) Articulate a critical perspective on American history to be able to evaluate the U.S. political  and economic system

(3) Systematically describe and evaluate competing political ideologies in American political history, employing tools of social science analysis

(4) Analyze explanations of human behavior, human relations or human institutions. Students will be able to understand the clash of interests in American society, as reflected in mainstream policies as they’ve been confronted by grassroots political and social movements.

Students will be able to analyze those movements, and the human behavior that motivates them

(5) Employ social science knowledge and methods to explore questions of economic and social justice in U.S. history, with an appreciation and respect for human diversity. Students will be able to use the social science categories of race, class and gender to evaluate society.

(6) Understand and promote social responsibility. Students will examine case studies of progressive legal activists, groups and movements in U.S. history, and be encouraged to translate their objectives into policies that serve the public interest. Students will construct their own autobiographies, and their prospective roles in "making history."

(7) Communicate social science knowledge by learning how to evaluating research findings, competing versions of history, policy initiatives, and the structural characteristics of the American system 

(8) Articulate the contributions made by a diversity of peoples in American political history

REQUIRED READINGS

(Available at USF  Bookstore, Except *)

Howard ZINN, A People's History of the United States

Robert COONEY & Helen MICHALOWSKI, Power of the People*

Mari Jo BUHLE, et al. The American Radical

John Patrick DIGGINS, The Rise & Fall of the American Left

David HALBERSTAM, The Children (audiobook)*

Howard ZINN, You Can’t Be Neutral on A Moving Train

Neva WELTON & Linda WOLF, Global Uprising

* To be purchased from professor in first class (Please bring $25 in cash or check)

COURSE OUTLINE
INTRODUCTION (27 January)

(A) Critical Perspectives

(B) People's History: Who Are the Real Heroes?

(C) Hidden History of Political Movements

WHY POLITICAL MOVEMENTS? (29 January)


READ: Loewen, "Handicapped By History" (HANDOUT)


           Bouchier, Radical Citizenship, ch. 1-2 (HANDOUT)


          Judd, Democratic Facade, ch. 1 (HANDOUT)



DIGGINS, Rise & Fall of American Left, ch. 1

(A) Democracy for the Few, Injustice for the Many?

(B) Powerlessness and Everyday Life

(C) Political Movements: Response to Failure
EARLY MOVEMENTS (to 1812)(3,5 February)

READ: ZINN, People’s History, ch. 1-5


           COONEY & MICHALOWSKI, Power of the People, pp. 6-11, Introduction



 BUHLE, American Radical, ch. 1,2


VIDEOS: New England Transcendentalists/Roots of Resistance (4 February)

(A) Colonial Movements: Race & Class

Biographies: Pontiac (BUHLE)


Tecumseh (RESERVE)



(B) American Revolution & Counterrevolution


Biographies: Thomas Paine (BUHLE)

Thomas Jefferson (RESERVE)

(C) Rebellions

(D) Utopian Experiments

MID-NINETEENTH CENTURY MOVEMENTS (1812-1877)(10,12,19 February)

READ: ZINN, People’s History, ch. 6-10


 
 BUHLE, American Radical, ch. 4,7-10


VIDEOS: Stanton and Anthony/America’s Great Indian Leaders (11 February)



     The Wobblies (18 February)

(A) Race: Anti-Genocide/Anti-Slavery Movements

Biographies: Seattle (RESERVE)


Crazy Horse (RESERVE)

Sojourner Truth (BUHLE) 

Frederick Douglass (BUHLE)

John Brown (RESERVE)

Wm. Lloyd Garrison (RESERVE)

(B) Gender: Women's Movement


Biographies: Harriet Tubman (RESERVE)
Lucretia Mott (RESERVE)


Elizabeth C. Stanton (BUHLE) 
Susan B. Anthony (RESERVE)

Margaret Fuller (RESERVE)
Victoria Woodhull (RESERVE)

(C) Imperialism: Anti-Intervention Movement


Biographies:

Henry David Thoreau (RESERVE) 

(D) Class: Worker's Movements

Biographies: Walt Whitman (BUHLE)

Edward Bellamy (BUHLE)

CASE STUDY PROPOSALS DUE (19 February)

TURN OF THE CENTURY MOVEMENTS (1877-1917)(24,26 February, 3,5 March)


READ: ZINN, People’s History, ch. 11-13



 DIGGINS, Rise & Fall of American Left, ch. 2-4



 BUHLE, American Radical, ch. 11,12,14,15,17,18,20-24


VIDEOS: Reds (25 February)(REQUIRED REPORT)

    W.E.B. DuBois (4 March)

(A) Emerging American Empire

Biographies: Joseph (RESERVE)


Sitting Bull (RESERVE)



Geronimo (RESERVE)

Mark Twain (RESERVE)

(B) Populist/Farmers Movements

Biography: Wm. Jennings Bryan (RESERVE)

(C) Socialist/Workers Movements


Biographies: Henry George (RESERVE)

John Muir (BUHLE)

Eugene Debs (BUHLE)

Mother Jones (BUHLE)





Jack London (RESERVE)

Clarence Darrow (BUHLE)





Bill Haywood (BUHLE)

Ricardo Flores Magon (BUHLE)




Joe Hill (RESERVE)

Sacco & Vanzetti (COONEY)



Lucy Parsons (RESERVE)

Elizabeth Gurley Flynn (BUHLE)

(D) Progressive Movement


Biographies: Robert LaFollette (BUHLE) 
Ida B. Wells (BUHLE)

(E) Bohemian/Women’s/Sexual Liberation Movements

Biographies: Isadora Duncan (BUHLE) 

John Reed (BUHLE)

Emma Goldman (BUHLE)

Charlotte P. Gilman (RESERVE)

Margaret Sanger (RESERVE) 
Voltairine de Cleyre (RESERVE) 




Randolph Bourne (RESERVE)

EARLY 20TH CENTURY MOVEMENTS (1917-1940)(10,12 March)


READ: ZINN, People’s History, ch. 14-15


            COONEY & MICHALOWSKI, Power of the People, ch. 1-3



 DIGGINS, Rise & Fall of American Left, pps. 145-186



 BUHLE, American Radical, ch. 13,16,27,31


VIDEO: Good War & Those Who Refused to Fight (11 March)

(A) Anti-War Movement: World War I 

Biographies: Jane Addams (COONEY)

Roger Baldwin (COONEY)

          Jean’te Rankin (COONEY)  
John Haynes Holmes (COONEY)

EARLY 20TH CENTURY MOVEMENTS (1917-1940)(10,12 March)(continued)

(B) Women's Movement

Biographies: Crystal Eastman (RESERVE)
Alice Paul (COONEY)




Amelia Earhart (RESERVE)
Dorothea Lange (RESERVE)
(C) Labor/Socialist Movements

Biographies: Upton Sinclair (BUHLE) 

Thomas Mooney (RESERVE)

Helen Keller (RESERVE)

Clifford Odets (BUHLE)

William Foster (BUHLE)

Lewis Hine (RESERVE)
(D) Black Movements

Biographies: W.E.B. DuBois (BUHLE)

Marcus Garvey (RESERVE)

Langston Hughes (RESERVE)
Booker T. Washington (RESERVE)




Richard Wright (RESERVE)
A. Philip Randolph (RESERVE)
(E) Ex-Patriots: Radicals Abroad

Biography:   Gertrude Stein (RESERVE)
SPRING BREAK (17,19 March)
MID-20th CENTURY MOVEMENTS (1940-1957)(24,26,31 March)


READ: COONEY & MICHALOWSKI, Power of the People, ch. 4-7


   
 ZINN, People’s History, ch. 16



 DIGGINS, Rise & Fall of American Left, pps. 186-217



 BUHLE, American Radical, ch. 28,29,32,35,37


VIDEOS: Harry Bridges/Paul Robeson (25 March)

(A) Anti-War Movement: World War II

Biographies: Dorothy Day (BUHLE)     

A.J. Muste (BUHLE)



Jessie W. Hughan (COONEY)

(B) Anti-Nuclear/Disarmament Movement


Biographies: Albert Einstein (RESERVE)
The Rosenbergs (RESERVE)

(C) Labor/Socialist Movements: The Old Left

Biographies: Harry Bridges (RESERVE) 

Woody Guthrie (BUHLE)   

Norman Thomas (BUHLE)

Margaret Mead (RESERVE)




Ralph Fasanella (RESERVE) 
Myles Horton (RESERVE)

(D) Early Civil Rights Movements

Biographies: Paul Robeson (BUHLE) 

Jackie Robinson (RESERVE)



Eleanor Roosevelt (RESERVE)
Carlos Bulosan (RESERVE)

SIXTIES MOVEMENTS (1957-1970)(2,7,9,14,16 April)


READ: ZINN, You Can’t Be Neutral, Intro., ch. 1-11,13



 DIGGINS, Rise & Fall of American Left, ch. 6

(A) Prelude: Beat Movement

  
Biographies: Allen Ginsberg (RESERVE)
Jack Keroauc (RESERVE)

(B) Civil Rights/Black Power/Chicano Movements

  
READ: HALBERSTAM (listen to complete book) 

 ZINN, People’s History, ch. 17


            COONEY & MICHALOWSKI, Power of the People, ch. 8,9



 BUHLE, American Radical, ch. 38,42,43


VIDEOS: Time for Justice/Malcolm X (1 April)

  
Biographies: Rosa Parks (RESERVE)

Thurgood Marshall (RESERVE)




Martin L. King (BUHLE)

James Baldwin (RESERVE)




Bayard Rustin (COONEY)

Ella Baker (BUHLE)




William Kunstler (RESERVE)
Amiri Baraka (RESERVE)




Malcolm X (BUHLE)


Bobby Seale (RESERVE)




Cesar Chavez (RESERVE)
Dolores Huerta (RESERVE)




Jose Gutierrez (RESERVE)
Julian Bond (RESERVE)

(C) New Left/Student/Anti-Vietnam War Movements

READ: ZINN, People’s History, ch. 18


            COONEY & MICHALOWSKI, Power of the People,  ch. 10

  

 BUHLE, American Radical, ch. 39,44,45

VIDEOS: Berkeley in the 1960s (8 April)(REQUIRED REPORT)



     Born on 4th of July (15 April)


Biographies: Tom Hayden (RESERVE)

Michael Harrington(BUHLE)




Paul Goodman (COONEY)

Herbert Marcuse (RESERVE)

Abbie Hoffman (BUHLE)

Jane Fonda (RESERVE)




The Berrigans (RESERVE) 
Ron Kovic (RESERVE)




Dave Dellinger (COONEY)

Barbara Deming (COONEY)




I.F. Stone (BUHLE)


Saul Alinsky (RESERVE)

(D) Counterculture Movement

READ: Morgan, "Retreating Inward" (HANDOUT)

  
Biographies: Bob Dylan (RESERVE)

Joan Baez (RESERVE)

          John Lennon (RESERVE)

Phil Ochs (RESERVE)

REBELS & MOVEMENTS: STUDENT PRESENTATIONS (21,23,28 April)

(A) Reformers/Revolutionaries

(B) Hidden Movements

LATE 20TH C./EARLY 21ST C. MOVEMENTS (1970-1999)(30 April, 5,7,12 May)


READ: ZINN, People’s History, ch. 19-22 


            COONEY & MICHALOWSKI, Power of the People, ch. 11

 ZINN, You Can’t Be Neutral, ch. 12,14



 DIGGINS, Rise & Fall of American Left, ch. 7



 BUHLE, American Radical, ch. 41,46


            WELTON & WOLF, Global Uprising, complete


VIDEOS: The Times of Harvey Milk (22 April)



     Alcatraz is Not an Island (29 April)



     Soweto to Berkeley/Sanctuary (6 May)



     School of the Americas/Showdown in Seattle (13 May)

(A) Feminist & Gay/Lesbian Movements

Biographies: Betty Friedan (RESERVE) 

Gloria Steinem (RESERVE)




Harvey Milk (RESERVE)

Audre Lorde (BUHLE)

(B) Racial Liberation Movements

Biographies: Russell Means (RESERVE)
Leonard Peltier (RESERVE)




Jesse Jackson (RESERVE)
Angela Davis (RESERVE)




(C) Peace/Anti-Intervention/Sanctuary Movements

Biographies: Noam Chomsky (RESERVE)
Gore Vidal (RESERVE)



Helen Caldicott (RESERVE)
Daniel Ellsberg (RESERVE)

(D) Green/Environmental/Anti-Corporate Movements

  
Biographies: Rachel Carson (BUHLE) 

Murray Bookchin (RESERVE)




Ralph Nader (RESERVE)

Edward Abbey (RESERVE)

CONCLUSION (14 May)
  
READ: ZINN, People’s History, ch. 23, Afterword

 ZINN, You Can’t Be Neutral, ch. 15

(A) Legacy of Political Movements

(B) American Freedom or A New Dark Age?
(C) A People's Democracy: What's Our Role?

(D) Writing Our Own Biographies

CASE STUDY PAPERS DUE (12 May)

TAKE HOME ESSAYS DUE (22 May)
COMMUNICATIONS

(1) Office: 529 University Center

(2) Office Hours: M 3-4 pm, Th  11-12 am, or by Appointment

(3) Phone: x6349 (Office)

RESOURCES

The course materials are drawn from these sources: 

(1) Books – with the exception of the COONEY book and the HALBERSTAM 

Audiobook (both of which should be purchased from me), all the REQUIRED READINGS listed above should be purchased at the campus bookstore

(2) Handouts – a few short readings will be provided to you free of charge in class.

(3) Reserve – this course features short biographies of prominent American reformers and revolutionaries. But due to limits of time and space, many people have been left out. Some reformers/revolutionaries are listed on the course outline, and you’ll find short biographies for some of them in the BUHLE and COONEY books. Short biographies for the other reformers/revolutionaries listed, as well as many reformers/revolutionaries that are not listed, can be found on RESERVE at GLEESON LIBRARY. I encourage you to read these on your own, but they are NOT REQUIRED. These RESERVE biographies will be valuable to you, however, in selecting and completing your Case Study Presentation and Papers. A comprehensive list of reformers/revolutionaries will be provided.  


(4) Films - I have a library of videotapes and audiotapes on U.S. radicals and political movements, some of which will be played in class or in the FILM SERIES during the semester. I encourage you to make use of tapes not played in class, either to satisfy your curiousity or to help you prepare your papers or presentations. A list of the available tapes will be distributed. 


(5) Alternative Media - Aside from the required readings, you owe it to yourself to break the habit of relying on conventional American media for how you understand the world. Contrary to the commercials ("Read Time and Understand"), if you rely on Time (or twins such as Newsweek, U.S. News & World Report, the Times, (either one), the Chronicle, etc.), you probably won't really understand at all. For periodicals that provide an alternative perspective on the American system, I recommend Peace Review (published at USF; see me for information), The Nation, The Progressive, Z Magazine, The Utne Reader, Mother Jones, Against the Current, Radical America, Socialist Review, EXTRA!, Social Justice, New Political Science, World Policy Journal, The Bay Guardian, The Humanist, Catholic Reporter, In These Times, Ms. Magazine, Tikkun, Sojourners, Dissent, Dollars & Sense, Multinational Monitor, and the New Internationalist (all available in libraries and various SF, Marin, and Berkeley bookstores). Also, listen to KPFA radio (FM 94) for and Berkeley bookstores).

REQUIREMENTS

The readings and cases have been selected to challenge and provoke you with a variety of different perspectives and unconventional ideas. They explore an active, engaging subject matter: why people believe the "system" doesn't work, and how they've launched political movements as alternatives to conventional participation. Reading assignments MUST be completed ON TIME (each class I'll update what's due next), and used to generate comments and questions in class. Some of the readings will be specifically reviewed in my presentations but much of it will not; you are nevertheless responsible for it. Completing the readings might be easier than usual since they address some of the most pressing issues and movements of our history. The readings are substantial, but also very provocative. I'm less interested in having you master the details, and more interested in getting you excited about broader themes and issues. Nevertheless, you must demonstrate that you've done the readings in order to do well in the course. 

Besides completing the readings, the requirements are as follows:

Class Participation/Attendance 

10% (Oral/Written Questions)

Video Commentaries


15% (Video Attendance/Reports)

Case Study Proposal (Sign-Up)   

  0% (Due 19 February)

Case Study Presentation

 
10% (Orals: 21,23 or 28 April)

Case Study Paper               

20% (Due 12 May)

Take-Home Essays
(3)

 
45% (Due 22 May)





    

-----





    
         100%

(1) Class Participation 


(A) Oral/Attendance - You're REQUIRED to attend EACH class. Before class, you should read and think about the assignments so you can make some contribution during classtime. We'll try to create a setting where participation is informal and non-threatening. There are no "right" answers, so don't be afraid to speak out. I'd appreciate talking to anyone who feels uncomfortable participating; perhaps your fears can be alleviated (as mine needed to be when I was an undergraduate)


(B) Written - To stimulate participation (and to indicate that you've prepared for class even if you don't get a chance to speak), you should WRITE down, for EACH class, 5 (FIVE) comments/observations you have about the course readings for that week. Use them for class, and TURN THEM IN at the end of EACH class. This will be your opportunity to let me know that you’re keeping up with the materials

(2) Video Reports – The course includes a Video Series, at which attendance is REQUIRED. Various biographical and movement videos have been selected to help bring the course materials more vividly to life. Aside from attending each of the videos in this Series, you’ll be required to prepare a one-page commentary on the film, using a format I will supply, for at least five (5) of the videos. Reports for two of the videos (REDS and BERKELEY IN THE 60s) are REQUIRED; the other three are your choice. The videos will be shown on Tuesdays, at 6:30 p.m. in the COWELL HALL G3 Viewing Room. The videos are listed on the course outline, and a complete Video Series schedule will be distributed in class.

(3) Case Study Presentation - As noted on the course outline, we'll have Student Presentations on 21,23 and 28 April. Each student must prepare an 8 minute oral presentation, which will then become the basis for his/her required Case Study Paper (see below). You must, by no later than 19 February (preferably sooner), submit your Presentation/Paper Topic proposal (IN WRITING) for my approval. 


To complete your presentation, you should choose ONE (1) of the following options:


(a) Compelling Reformer/Revolutionary – If you find one particular reformer/revolutionary to be extremely compelling to you, to whom you’d like to devote your entire attention, then choose that person to analyze. See the biography list (that I’ll provide you directly) for potential biographies in each of the historical periods covered by the course: you MUST choose someone from this list unless you get permission to substitute someone else. For the person you choose, you should begin with their short biography, to get you going BUT in order to complete the assignment, you should also read an entire BOOK Biography on the person. Also, consult the Biographical Video list I’ve distributed; if a video is available on the person you’ve chosen, then arrange to borrow it from me to use to help prepare your talk. 


(b) Hidden Movement – Because of time limitations, there will be a number of political movements we will either slight or completely skip during the course. For example, these might include the 1950s Beat Movement or the Christian Socialist Movement or the Utopian communities movement. Choose one of these movements to investigate. Or alternatively, investigate a particular landmark in U.S. movement history. For example, these might include the Haight Ashbury in the 1960s, Greenwich Village in the 1910s, or the Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s. In the case of a local landmark, you might even arrange an informative, on-site visit for the class. In any case, you MUST make your choice from the list of Hidden Movements I will provide unless you get prior permission to substitute another movement. In many cases, I can provide you a short article on these movements to get you going BUT you should read an entire BOOK on the movement you choose, in order to complete the assignment. Also, if the movement you choose shows up on my list of Movement Videos, then borrow the video from me and use it in preparing your presentation. For help in finding books on Hidden Movements, see me for references. 

(4) Case Study Paper - Each student must prepare an essay paper of at least 8-10 typed pages on the SAME SUBJECT as your Case Study Presentation. Whether you choose a Biography or a Movement, you must go beyond mere description, and also provide some analysis or evaluation of your subject, and draw a clear, strong conclusion. A more specific set of Case Study Guidelines will be distributed in class. This Paper will be due on 12 May.

NOTE: You are invited to submit your paper for the Ralph Lane Peace & Justice Essay Award Competition, which is sponsored by Peace Review and the USF Peace & Justice Studies Program, and which will be held this semester. The Best Essay will receive a $350 Cash Prize. The winning essays will also be considered for publication by Peace Review, an international journal that's edited at USF. You may be able to submit your essay for other student essay competitions on campus, as well.

(5) Take-Home Essays - While we'll examine dozens of different Movements in U.S. history, many of them emerge several times over the last 225 years. For example, there have been several women's movements, socialist movements, anti-war movements, civil rights movements, labor movements, counterculture movements, and so forth. It's important that we link together, over time, the various manifestations of these movements. For each broad Movement, we can ask: What has it looked like during each historical period, who were the most prominent personalities, what were the major issues, what kind of responses did it engender, and how successful were its activities? To answer these and related questions (that I'll provide you), you'll be asked to choose THREE (3) broad Movements (and their Leaders). For EACH, you must write a Take-Home Essay of 8 typed pages. You should rely on the course materials to write these essays; outside research is unnecessary. These Essays are due on 22 May. IMPORTANT NOTE: You must choose Movements/Leaders for these essays that do not overlap with the Movement or Biography you choose for your Case Study Presentation/Essay Paper.
RESPONSIBILITY

We should view the course as a JOINT responsibility. I'm very happy to have you in the class; I look forward to working with you throughout the semester. I'll contribute as much as I can to making this both a thought-provoking and stimulating subject matter. This will work best if you fulfill your own responsibility to take the course seriously, and to contribute as much as you can. Take advantage of this opportunity; be "active" learners.
INCOMPLETES ARE VERY STRONGLY DISCOURAGED

PLAGIARISM IS A SERIOUS ACADEMIC OFFENSE, WHICH IS EASILY DETECTED

PLEASE DON’T JEOPARDIZE YOUR GRADE

IT’S INAPPROPRIATE TO SUBMIT THE SAME OR SIMILAR PAPERS FOR MORE 

THAN ONE COURSE. CHOOSE YOUR TOPICS SO THEY DO NOT OVERLAP

VIDEO SERIES

American Reformers & Revolutionaries

Tuesdays, 6:30 pm in Cowell G3

4 February

Nineteenth Century Movements



NEW ENGLAND TRANSCENDENTALISTS



(Ralph Waldo Emerson, Margaret Fuller, Henry Thoreau and the

Transcendental Movement: individualism, self-reliance, civil disobedience




ROOTS OF RESISTANCE



(Nat Turner, Harriet Tubman, Frederick Douglass and the Abolitionist 

Movement: rebellion, escape and the Underground Railroad)

11 February

Nineteenth Century Movements




STANTON AND ANTHONY



(Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony and the Women’s Movement:

Suffrage, Seneca Falls, and Women’s Rights)




AMERICA'S GREAT INDIAN LEADERS



(Geronimo, Crazy Horse, Chief Joseph, Quanah Parker and the Native 

American Movement: the struggle to preserve Indian peoples and ways of

life against westward white invasions)

18 February
 
Turn of the Century Movements



THE WOBBLIES




(Bill Hayward, Mother Jones, the Industrial Workers of the World, and the

labor Movement: militant labor union whose uncompromising demands for 

justice prompted a wave of government repression but whose

 


work led to crucial gains for working people)

25 Febuary

Early Twentieth Century Movements



REDS (Stars Warren Beatty & Diane Keaton)




(Epic story of John Reed (and Louise Bryant): American writer, socialist, 

political activist & labor organizer who was first-hand observer & 

participant in the Mexican and Russian revolutions, and was
buried in the 

Kremlin as a hero)

4 March
 
Early Twentieth Century Movements

W.E.B. DuBOIS

(W.E.B. DuBois, Booker T. Washington, Marcus Garvey and the 

conflicting strategies of the Black Liberation Movement: integration,

socialism, nationalism)

11 March

Mid-Twentieth Century Movements




THE GOOD WAR AND THOSE WHO REFUSED TO FIGHT




(Despite assumptions that World War II was the “good war,” which 

generated no resistance, in fact many refused to fight. This is their story)

18 March

NO VIDEO (Spring Break)

25 March

Mid-Twentieth Century Movements




HARRY BRIDGES: A MAN AND HIS UNION




(Harry Bridges and the Labor Movement: 1934 San Francisco 

longshoremen's strike shuts down Pacific Coast ports, wins major reforms 

in working conditions, & helps create International Longshoremen's Union, 

the militant union that Bridges led for 40 years)



PAUL ROBESON: TRIBUTE TO AN ARTIST



(Paul Robeson--concert artist, Shakespearean actor, All-American athlete, 

scholar, civil rights activist—overcomes racism to become a 20th century Renaissance man, but is denied his passport & blacklisted for his politics)

1 April


Sixties Movements




TIME FOR JUSTICE: AMERICA’S CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

(Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King, and Civil Rights Movement of 1950s and early 1960s: violence, non-violence & the struggle for voting & other rights




MALCOLM X




(Rise and fall (by assassination) of one of America's most controversial

leaders & voices of U.S. Blacks. Chronicles Malcolm's most important speeches and activities, & the events leading to his death. Shows his transition from Black nationalism to Black humanism, and his enormous impact on black power and consciousness)

8 April


Sixties Movements

BERKELEY IN THE 1960S

(Berkeley's transformation into one of nation's hotbeds of radicalism. From Civil Rights and Free Speech Movements to People's Park to Black Panthers to the Anti-Vietnam War Movement, and the beginnings of the contemporary Women's Movement)

15 April

Sixties Movements




BORN ON THE 4TH OF JULY (Stars Tom Cruise) 




(Based on the life of Ron Kovic, the film follows his evolution from a 

zealous teen who eagerly volunteers for the Vietnam War to a broken and 

paralyzed veteran. Deeply in love with his nation, Kovic nevertheless 

experiences a radical political transformation that turns him into a leading 

force against the War, and into a 
leader of the Vietnam Veterans Vs War)
22 April    

Late-Twentieth Century Movements




THE TIMES OF HARVEY MILK




(Career of Harvey Milk as leading voice of the Gay and Lesbian


Movement & of SF's Castro district. Shows his rise to political power as 

SF Board of Supervisors member, and his tragic assassination along with 

Mayor Moscone)

29 April

Late-Twentieth Century Movements 

ALCATRAZ IS NOT AN ISLAND




(Emergence of the American Indian Movement, with focus on Indian 

takeover of Alcatraz in the San Francisco Bay)

6 May


Late-Twentieth Century Movements 

SOWETO TO BERKELEY




(Examines the Anti-Apartheid Movement at UC, Berkeley in the mid-

1980s, which led to similar protests nationwide. Demonstrations, clashes 

with police, speeches by South African Bishop Desmond Tutu and former 

Berkeley Free Speech activist Mario Savio)



Late Twentieth Century Movements




SANCTUARY: A QUESTION OF CONSCIENCE




(Examines the Sanctuary Movement, a modern-day underground railroad

in which Americans, aided by churches, synagogues, & other groups, 

transport political refugees from Central Amer. to safe havens in the U.S.)

13 May

Early Twent-First Century Movements 




SCHOOL OF THE AMERICAS: GUNS & GREED




(Campaign against the School of the Americas at Ft. Benning, Georgia,




which has trained thousands of Latin American soldiers who have 

returned to their nations to torture and repress their populations)

SHOWDOWN IN SEATTLE

(Examines the grassroots movement, begun in Seattle, against the World

Trade Organization, and undemocratic policymaking on global trade, 

finance and I
investments)

For more information, contact Prof. Elias

UC 529, eliasr@usfca.edu, x6349

