THE SOCIALIST TRADITION

Honors Humanities 336/Politics 307

(Spring 2009)

Professor Robert Elias



        University of San Francisco


Kalmanovitz 365




        T 1:30-4:15 pm

Course Description

This Seminar examines Socialism as a political, cultural and intellectual movement. Taking an interdisciplinary approach, we’ll analyze socialist ideas, values and practices. In particular, we’ll stress the intellectual foundations of the socialist vision. To do so, we’ll consider the origins and history of the socialist ideal: why did it emerge, what has sustained it, what has its experience been, and what has been its impact? We’ll critically review some of the primary texts of the socialist thinkers. Those materials will include essays, novels, letters, plays, political tracts, and autobiographies. We’ll also examine other aspects of socialist culture, including film, dance, media, music, painting, poetry, community, religion, photography, and architecture.

The Seminar will consider questions such as: What is socialism, and what distinguishes it from capitalism, anarchism, communism, and other ideologies? How can we use “class” as a mechanism to analyze society? What are the historic roots of socialism, and how has it evolved through the present time? What is the socialist ideal, and why has it been so seductive to so many people? Why has socialism also been so strongly resisted by others? Who have been the major socialist thinkers and activists? How did they come to hold their socialist beliefs and passions? What kind of lives have the great figures of socialism led? What distinguishes utopian and scientific socialism, and primitive vs. modern vs. postmodern socialism? What are the ingredients of socialist culture: what constitutes a socialist artist, musician, dancer, or photographer? How have socialist ideals intersected with visions of feminism and racial liberation? How have Western socialist ideas proliferated beyond Europe, to the Americas, Africa and Asia? How would a socialist environmental policy look? If socialism preaches atheism, then why has socialism been so often championed by true believers, including Christian utopians and liberation theologians? What explains the difference between socialist theory and socialist practice? Why has socialism so often been declared “dead,” and why does it routinely refuse to die? In the post-Cold War, postmodern period, do socialist ideals hold any contemporary relevance for our lives? If so, then what?

The seminar will be organized roughly in historical sequence so that the development of Socialist thought can be observed. That chronology will be periodically “interrupted,” however, by “cultural interludes;” that is, by various cultural themes (such as art, music, literature and so forth) that will often encompass large blocks of history. The course substance will be further divided by a contrast between theory and practice. As an intellectual exploration, theory will be emphasized; but we’ll also want to consider the practical implications and experiences of these theories.

Learning Outcomes

Students will be able to:

(1) Understand and describe the role of political science in the social sciences

(2) Systematically describe and analyze competing political ideologies and economic systems, and distinguish Socialism, as a political economy, from capitalism, communism, anarchism and other systems

(3) Analyze explanations of human behavior, human relations or human institutions. Student will be able to evaluate competing arguments about the nature of human nature, and its relationship to the feasibility of competing politico-economic systems

(4) Analyze political movements as a response to mainstream politics, and understand the human behavior that motivates them

(5) Employ social science knowledge and methods to explore questions of economic and social justice in U.S. and world history, with an appreciation and respect for human diversity. Students will be able to use the social science category of “economic class” as a mechanism for evaluating society. And they will be able to analyze the interrelationships between class and social divisions such as gender, religion, and race

(6) Understand and promote social responsibility. Students will analyze the concrete impact of competing political economies on people’s everyday lives, and be encouraged to champion alternatives that serve the public interest.

(7) Communicate social science knowledge by being capable of evaluating research findings, policy initiatives, and the structural characteristics of competing ideologies and systems 

REQUIRED TEXTS

Edward Bellamy, Looking Backward (a novel)

Ronnie Gilbert, Mother Jones (a play)(HANDOUT)

Howard Zinn, Marx in Soho (a play)(HANDOUT)

Robert Rosenstone, Romantic Revolutionary: John Reed
George Orwell, Homage to Catalonia
Sheila Rowbotham, Women’s Consciousness, Man’s World (HANDOUT)

Margaret Hooks, Tina Modotti: Radical Photographer
Che Guevara, Che Guevara Speaks
Roger Burbach, et al, Globalization & Its Discontents: Rise of Postmodern Socialisms

Vandana Shiva, Earth Democracy
READER, Leading Socialist Voices (Blackboard/Gleeson Library)

Optional Texts

Rius, Marx for Beginners (OPTIONAL)(Gleeson Reserve)

Anna Paczuska, Socialism for Beginners (OPTIONAL)(Gleeson Reserve)

COURSE OUTLINE

Introduction (Week One: 27 January)


Capitalism vs. Socialism: Smith, von Mises, Carnegie


What Is Socialism?


What Is the Socialist Idea/Ideal/Vision?


READING: READER, Paul Street, Socialist of the Century: Albert Einstein
Albert Einstein, Why Socialism?






Adam Smith, Free Enterprise Produces Prosperous Society

Ludwig von Mises, Capitalism Guarantees Human Freedom

Andrew Carnegie, Inequality is Natural



           Paczuska, Socialism for Beginners (OPTIONAL)(Gleeson Reserve)


Video: Roger & Me (Monday, 2 February)

PRELIMINARY REPORT DUE (3 FEBRUARY)

Theory: Pre-Marxist Socialism (Week Two: 3 February)

Early Precursors: Christ, Augustine, Plato, More, Diggers

European Utopianism: St.Simon, Fourier, Rousseau, Babeuf, Owen

American Utopianism: Gronlund, Bellamy, Gilman

Worker’s Socialism: Chartists, Blanqui, Proudhon


READING: READER, Harry Laidlaw, Utopianism and Its Percursors

JJ. Rousseau, Discourse on Origin of Inequality Among Men

Robert Owen, An Address to the Inhabitants

Pierre Joseph Proudhon, What Is Property?


Video: Peasant’s Revolt (Monday, 9 February)

Theory: Marxist/Scientific Socialism—Marx & Engels (Week Three: 10 February)

The Communist Manifesto

Manchester in 1844
The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte

Rise of Capitalism and the Working Class


The Fetishism of Commodities


READING: READER, K. Marx & F. Engels, The Communist Manifesto

Frederick Engels, Manchester in 1844

Karl Marx, Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte

Frederick Engels, Rise of Capitalism and the Working Class

Karl Marx, The Fetishism of Commodities

           Rius, Marx for Beginners (OPTIONAL)(Gleeson Reserve)


Video: Howard Zinn (Monday, 16 February)

Culture: Socialist Literature (Week Four: 17 February)


Rise in Socialist Fiction: Sinclair, London, Tressell, Shaw


Socialist Thought in Utopian Literature: Bellamy, Morris, Butler


Poetry and Dissent: Shelley, Brecht, Sandburg, Morris, Hughes


READING: Edward Bellamy, Looking Backward


        READER, Upton Sinclair, The Jungle

Alan Bold, Socialist Verse

Poetry: Shelley, Brecht, Sandburg, Morris, Hughes

Jack London, What Socialism Is (BLACKBOARD)


Oral Readings: from Alan Bold, Penguin Book of Socialist Verse

Video: Eugene Debs & Amer. Labor Movement (Monday 23 February)

Theory: Post-Marxist Socialism (Week Five: 24 February)

Anarchism: Bakunin, Malatesta, Kropotkin, Goldman

Labor
Socialists: Cole, Debs, Jones, Hayward, LaFarge


Christian Socialism & the Social Gospel: Kingsley, Bliss, Rauschenbusch

Revisionism & Social Democracy: Webb, Bernstein, Kautsky, Luxemburg

Hegemony & Consciousness: Gramsci, Reich


READING: READER, Lerner, Anarchism & Other Non-Marxist Movements

 Michael Bakunin, Anarchism: Fourth Letter (To IWA)

 Peter Kropotkin, Anarchism: Mutual Aid

 G.D.H. Cole, Guild Socialism Restated

 Sidney Webb, Fabianism: English Progress/Social Democ.

 Walter Lerner, The Second International

 Eduard Bernstein, Evolutionary Socialism




 Rosa Luxemburg, Conquest Pol.Power/Prob. Dictatorship

 Eugene Debs,  Socialism and the Great War

 Paul Lafargue, The Right to Be Lazy

 Antonio Gramsci, Ideological Hegemony & Class Struggle


Guest: Andrej Grubacic, author of Wobblies and Zapatistas (invited)

Video: Life & Legend of Oscar Wilde (Monday, 2 March)

Culture: Socialist Theater (Week Six: 3 March)


Plays Political


The Dramatic Tradition: Brecht, Shaw, Wilde, Odets, Hellman, Zinn


READING: Ronnie Gilbert, Mother Jones (a play)(HANDOUT)



        Howard Zinn, Marx in Soho (HANDOUT)

        READER, George Bernard Shaw, Socialism and Liberty

              Oscar Wilde, The Soul of Man Under Socialism


Guest: Ronnie Gilbert, author of Mother Jones (invited)


Video: Reds (Monday, 9 March)

Practice: A Revolutionary Socialist Life—John Reed (Week Seven: 10 March)


Why Be A Socialist?


Portland to Harvard


Provincetown to Greenwich Village to the Left Bank


Mexican Revolution to the Russian Revolution


READING: Robert Rosenstone, Romantic Revolutionary: John Reed


Video: Ten Days That Shook the World (Monday, 16 March)

Practice: Socialism and Bolshevism—Lenin & Trotsky (Week Nine: 17 March)


First Socialist Revolution: Russia


Bourgeois Revolution and the Vanguard Party


On Imperialism, State and Revolution


Dictatorship of the Proletariat


READING: READER, Walter Lerner, First Socialist Revolution: Russia

V.I. Lenin, The Bourgeois Revolution

V.I. Lenin, The Vanguard Party

V.I. Lenin, On Imperialism

V.I. Lenin, State and Revolution

Karl Kautsky, Dictatorship of the Proletariat

Leon Trotsky, Stalinism and Bolshevism


Video: The Good Fight (Monday, 30 March)

SPRING BREAK (Week Eight: 24 MARCH)

Practice: Socialist Promise and Pitfalls (Week Ten: 31 March)


Revolutions (1848)



Paris Commune (1871)


Russian Revolution (1917)


Spanish Republic (1936)


Social Democracy (1945)


Israeli Kibbutzim (1948)


Prague Spring (1968)


Death of Socialism? (1989)


READING: George Orwell, Homage to Catalonia
Guest: Carina Ljungwald, University of Stockholm (invited)

Video: Frida Kahlo (Monday, 6 April)

Culture: Socialist Art, Film, Photography, Music,Dance (Week Eleven: 7 April)


Images of Poverty: Riis, Evans


Worker’s Film & Photography: Eisenstein

Revolutionary Painting/Murals: Rivera, Siquieros, Orozco, Kahlo


New Song Movements: Guthrie, Jara, Lennon, Bragg 


Progressive Dance: Duncan


Socialist Realism

READING: Margaret Hooks, Tina Modotti: Radical Photographer



       READER, Mel Rosenthal, Photography

  William Morris, Art and Socialism

  Masha Zakheim Jewett, Coit Tower

Guest: Sergio de la Torre, USF Visual Arts Department (invited)

Video: Daughters of DeBeauvoir (Monday, 13 April)

Theory: Socialism and Feminism (Week Twelve: 14 April)


Eve and the New Jerusalem: Tristan, Gilman, Parsons


Women’s Emancipation: Goldman, Sanger, Kollontai, de Beauvoir


Case for Feminist Revolution: Eisenstein, Rowbotham, Davis, Ehrenreich


READING: Sheila Rowbotham, Woman’s Conscious, Man’s World (HANDOUT)



       READER, Eisenstein, Capitalist Patriarchy/Socialist Feminism

                        Emma Goldman, The Tragedy of Women’s Emancipation



 Angela Davis, Sexual Coercion, Prisons, Feminism(BLKBD)

Guest: Candace Falk, Director, Emma Goldman Archives (invited)


Video: Fidel: The Untold Story (Monday, 20 April)
Theory: Socialism, Race & Third World Liberation (Week Thirteen: 21 April)


The Limits of Race Consciousness: DuBois, Robeson, Fanon, James


Socialism and Development: James, Rodney, Amin, Lumumba, Mandela


Cuban Revolution: Guevara, Castro


   
Mexican Revolution (1911-1940)

Guatemalan Socialism (1954)


   
Chinese Revolution (1949)


Vietnamese Revolution (1954)

Cuban Revolution (1959)


Chilean Revolution (1970)


Jamaican Socialism (1972)

Sandinista Revolution (1979)

Grenadan Revolution (1979)

South African Liberation (1989)

   
Zapatista/Chiapas Revolt (1994)

Chavez/Lat. American Left (2002)

READING: Che Guevara, Che Guevara Speaks


Guest: Teresa Walsh, Cuba activist (invited)

Video: Rebels With A Cause (Monday, 27 April)

CREATIVE ESSAY THEME PROPOSAL DUE (28 APRIL)

Theory/Practice: Modern Socialism,Secular/Religious (Wk Fourteen: 28 April)


Religion & Liberation Theology: Day, Gutierrez, West

Modern Theorists: Marcuse, Fromm, Gorz, Harrington, Fromm, Chomsky

READING: READER, Judith Nies, Dorothy Day

Gustavo Gutierrez, Liberation Theology in LAmerica

Cornel West, Afro-Amer. Revolutionary Christianity

Port Huron Statement (BLACKBOARD)

Wilhelm Reich, What Is Class Consciousness?

Herbert Marcuse, Essay on Liberation

Erich Fromm, To Have or To Be? Intro/First Glance

Andre Gorz, Farewell to the Working Class

Ahmed Shawki, Black Liberation and Socialism (BLACKBOARD)

Michael Harrington, Hypotheses




Noam Chomsky, Media Control


Guest:  Jeffrey Paris, USF Philosophy Department (invited)

   Lois Lorentzen, USF Theology Department (invited)

Video: Affluenza (Monday, 4 May)

Culture: Socialism, Science & the Environment (Week Sixteen: 5 May)


Ecological Democracy: Shiva, Bookchin, Morrison

Socialism, Creativity and Science: Russell


READING: Vandana Shiva, Earth Democracy



       Joel Kovel, Ecosocialism (BLACKBOARD)
       Bertrand Russell, Science and Art Under Socialism


Guest: Vijaya Nagarajan, USF Theology Department (invited)

Video: Mondregon (Monday, 11 May)

Theory & Practice: Post-Cold War Socialism (Week Fifteen: 12 May)


Socialism Is Dead, Long Live Socialism?


Globalization and Its Discontents


Postmodern Socialism: Zinn, Chomsky, Marable, Nader


The Life & Meaning of the Socialist Ideal


READING: Roger Burbach, Globalization, Discontent, Postmodern Socialisms


        READER, Howard Zinn, Anarchism




Noam Chomsky, Goals and Visions

Manning Marable, A New American Socialism

Nader, A Crisis of Democracy (BLACKBOARD)

CREATIVE ESSAY DUE (15 MAY)

OVERVIEW ESSAY DUE (21 MAY)

BLACKBOARD

Blackboard, the online course shell, will be used for this course. Under the new system, you should be automatically connected if you’re registered for the course. Please begin to access the materials posted there. 

GRADING & REQUIREMENTS

To do well in the course, you must demonstrate that you’ve complete and understood all the assigned readings. The supplemental readings and videos are also very important. Besides completing the readings, the requirements are:

Class Participation
15%   (Oral/Written Questions/Comments)(Each Class)

Preliminary Report
  5%   (What Is Socialism?)(Due 3 February)

Presentation

10%   (Oral Report)(Date to be Assigned) 

Video Reports
10%   (Attendance at all videos; 10 One-Page Reports)

Field Trip

  0%
(Coit Tower)(Date to be Announced)

Essay Proposal
  0%   (Creative Essay Proposal)(Due 28 April)

Creative Essay 
30%   (10-14 pps)(Due 15 May)

Overview Essay 
30%   (10-14 pps)(Due 21 May)



          100%

(1) Class Participation  

(a) Attendance at the seminar is REQUIRED. More than one absence will

jeopardize your final grade. Assigned reading must be completed before the class period during which it will be discussed. You should have thought about the readings beforehand, and come to each class prepared to ACTIVELY Participate 

 (b) To help stimulate class discussion, and to supplement your oral class participation grade (in case you don’t get to participate as much as you’d like), you should submit in writing, for each class, no more than one (1) page (either typed or handwritten) that addresses at least some of the following questions about the readings due that week: 

For Socialists: Which writers are being examined? What are the major themes they are exploring? What is the significance of the writers and their major themes? So what?

For Socialist Movements: Where and when did the movement/revolution occur? What were the successes and failures? What is its significance? So what?

Use these notes during class and then submit them to me at the end of each class. Turning these observations in regularly will give me an additional way to evaluate your participation and preparation for class.

(2) Preliminary Report – During the first week of the course, you’ll be asked to complete a short, preliminary report on the theme of: “What Is Socialism?” In 2 double-spaced, typed pages, you’ll be asked to write about your existing knowledge of socialism as you enter the course. You’ll be asked to address questions such as: What is socialism? How does it differ from other political and economic systems? Which prominent socialists can you name? What’s your impression of the viability or desirability of socialism? How do most Americans feel about socialism, and why? What interests you about socialism? And so forth. (Please Note: This assignment does not evaluate you for your prior knowledge of socialism; instead, the assignment is meant to stimulate your thinking on the subject. Please do not do research; I’m interested in your pre-existing and preconceived ideas. You will be graded for submitting the assignment and NOT for how well you already know socialism; which I presume most of you do not, and that’s why you’re taking the course.)

(3) Presentations – We’ll be examining the lives and writings of various socialists, and the experience of various socialist movements. You’ll be asked to give 1 (one) short presentation of 8-10 minutes to help illuminate one socialist or socialist movement. The presentations will help us understand the assigned socialist writings and the lives of each of their authors. For the most part, the presentations will be based on the assigned, common reading in the Reader, and will help promote class discussions of those materials. 

(4) Required Videos – Integrated into the course will be a weekly Video Series, which will run each Monday evening, according to the schedule below. These videos are central to the subject matter of the course.

(A) Attendance - Attendance at these videos is REQUIRED, and the material they contain should be incorporated into class discussions, written comments and course papers. If you cannot attend the scheduled showing of the video, then you must either check out the video from Gleeson Reserve (a full set of the videos will be put on reserve at the beginning of the semester), rent the film from a video store or service, or borrow a copy of the film from the Politics Department office, Kalmanovitz 213. A full schedule of the films will be distributed to you separately.

(B) Reports – For at least ten (10) of the videos, students must complete 1-page reports (on forms I’ll provide). Those reports should be turned in during the class following the video showing.

(5) Required Field Trip – We’ll be taking a fieldtrip to the Coit Tower (date to be announced). The purpose will be to view the Works Project Administration (WPA) murals at the Tower. The tour will be conducted a Tower docent and will be coordinated with our reading of chapters (in the Reader) from the Coit Tower Guidebook (written by the art historian, Masha Zakheim-Jewett. Among other things, the book describes the influence of the Mexican muralist (and socialist), Diego Rivera, on the Coit Tower muralists, one of whom was Masha’s father, Bernard Zakheim. Transportation and a mutually convenient time for the trip will be provided.

(6) Creative Essay – You will be asked to complete one Creative Essay paper, of 10-14 typed pages. The essay must encompass the substance of two (2) of the assigned books (and broad themes) for the course, along with appropriate videos, Reader materials, or handouts. You will have wide leeway in what subject you choose and in how you pursue it, but you must use two of the assigned books as the point of departure for discussing broader socialist themes or for zeroing in on a more specialized and compelling socialist issue. Part of your task will be to establish a link between the two books you choose for each essay. More specific guidelines for completing your essays will be discussed in class. You must submit your proposed themes for these essays to me for approval by no later than 28 April (preferably sooner). Essay papers must be submitted on time; late papers will be penalized.


Alternative Option: If you’d like to complete a book (specifically: a biography) beyond the assigned reading, you may choose the following option instead of the Creative Essay: Choose one socialist and write an essay of 10-14 typed pages that examines his or her life and work. If you want to pursue this option, then you must submit your proposed SUBJECT and BOOK to me , for approval, no later than 28 April (preferably sooner).

(7) Overview Essay – You will be asked to complete one Overview essay of 10-14 typed pages. The essay should be an overview discussion and evaluation of the socialist ideal. This essay will give you a chance to put together ideas and themes from throughout the course. You’ll be asked to discuss as many of the course books, videos, Reader materials, and handouts as possible, as a part of your answer. In particular, you’ll be asked to address the following questions: (a) What is the socialist ideal? (b) Why do people pursue it? (c) What motivates people to become socialists? (d) How is socialist theory manifested? (e.g., in art, art, theatre, economics, etc.)? (e) What’s your evaluation of the socialist ideal as a normative theory?  (f) What’s your evaluation of socialism in practice (problems vs. hopeful signs)? (g) How do you assess socialism now and for the future? 

(8) Co-Curricular Event – You will be asked to join all of the Honors Humanities students for an additional co-curricular activity, to be announced.

COMMUNICATIONS

(1) Office: 276 Kalmanovitz Hall; Phone: x6349 (Office); email: eliasr@usfca.edu

(2) Office Hours: M 11:00-12:00, Th 12-1, or by appointment (Please feel welcome to visit my office. If you can’t make my hours, then we'll make other arrangements)

RECOMMENDED ALTERNATIVE MEDIA - You should break the habit of relying on conventional American media for how you understand the world. Contrary to the commercials ("Read Time and Understand"), if you rely on Time (or twins such as Newsweek, U.S. News & World Report, the Times, (either one), the Chronicle, etc.), you probably won't really understand at all. For periodicals with alternative perspectives on the U.S. and the world, read The Nation, EXTRA!, Utne Reader, The Progressive, Z Magazine, Mother Jones, The Humanist, Dissent, Monthly Review, New Left Review, Radical America, Socialist Review, New Internationalist, In These Times, Ms. Magazine, On the Issues, Tikkun, Catholic Worker, Sojourners, Peace Review (published at USF; see me for information), (all available in libraries and SF Bay Area bookstores). Also, listen to KPFA radio (FM 94.1) or KQKE (FM 96) for alternative news & political affairs. There are also many socialist and anarchist websites on the Internet, which you should at least briefly examine.

We should view this course as a joint responsibility. I'm very happy to have you in the class; I'll contribute as much as I can to making this a thought-provoking and stimulating subject matter. This will work best if you fulfill your own responsibility to take the course seriously, and to contribute as much as you can. Take advantage of this opportunity; be "active" learners.

NOTE: INCOMPLETES ARE STRONGLY DISCOURAGED

PLAGIARISM IS A SERIOUS & EASILY DETECTED ACADEMIC OFFENSE

PLEASE DON’T JEOPARDIZE YOUR GRADE & UNIVERSITY STANDING

It’s Inappropriate to Submit the Same or Similar Papers for More Than One Course; Choose Your Topics So They Do Not Overlap With Another Course

